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Historic MHS Administration Building Marks Centennial

n the evening of December 6, 1921, the
Maui High School Administration Building
was dedicated, with a ceremony befitting the
monumental 17,000 square foot Mission
Revival Style structure. Designed by famed Hawaii
architect Charles W. Dickey, the Administration
Building was meant to be inspiring, and it was.
Graced with a dramatic arched fagade, sheltering
pergolas, a cupola and classical ornamentation - all of
which would soon be covered by vines - it has stood
for 100 years as a symbol of excellence and
_ achievement at the Hamakuapoko campus.
PR e T Built at a cost of $66,000, it was Maui’s first
S P R4 B 5 RS reinforced concrete building. In the next five decades,
i el | SRR BB | (o Administration Building’s classrooms and offices
Administration Building, SILVERSWORD 1931 saw more than ten thousand students pour through
Maui High. Their eagerness to learn was matched by
idealistic teachers, recruited from the Mainland, who
emphasized a liberal, classical education and
democratic ideals, plus Mainland-inspired sports and
extra-curricular activities.
Beginning with its first class of 141 students in

“The arcade of triumphal arches
rises — roofless, silent and monumental.
... This, the main building of

Maui High School, constructed in 1921, 1921, the Administration Building saw graduates be-
is now an eloquent shell. came leaders in their communities, the state and the
nation.
(Paul Wood, In Flight magazine, 2005) We join all Sabers in celebrating the centennial

of this historic Maui High School building.

Old Maui High School Administration Building and Barn, circa 1920s, from MHS archive



Friends’Special Edition Notecards
Feature the Iconic
MHS Administration Building

Artist Jim Kingwell paints the Administration Building on location.

Lovely notecards are 5.5 x 4.25 inches

Waide On! Show gounr Suber Pride with Plitecards!

im Kingwell’s artistry has captured the charm
and essence of Hawaii and the world for 30
years. His recent on-location watercolor paint-
ing of the 1921 MHS Administration Building
captures the classic architecture and the beauty of its
campus setting, enhanced by Jim’s imagination.

Friends’ special edition notecards honor the school
and the ideals symbolized by the historic building. Order
now for your own notes, or for gifts. A pack of 10 cards
with envelopes is just $20.00, including shipping.

Proceeds will help fund Friends’ efforts to preserve
and re-use the Administration Building and campus. Order
now-supply is limited! Use form on page 3.

Architecture of Building Deemed Historically Significant

The following is adapted from a 2004 draft of a National
Register of Historic Places STATEMENT OF
SIGNIFICANCE by Architectural Historian Muffy Gushi.

Id Maui High School is historically and

architecturally important, established in 1913,

and a landmark in a community that no longer

exists but once was a vital part of the sugar
plantation history of Hawaii...The Administration
Building, built in 1920-21, was designed by Charles W.
Dickey, who became known as the father of Hawaiian
architecture, whose designs were influenced by Hawaii’s
unique tropical climate and culture...

Placement of the structure atop a knoll, and the
broad lawn fronting the building emphasize the grandeur
of the site. The approach to the building and its elevation
reflect the importance of education...The building is sited
to take advantage of views of the ocean, and Dickey’s
design also acknowledges the environmental elements,
serving as a windbreak and protecting the grassy areas in
front, where student activities were centered in the early
days of the school... Photographs show how the lawn was
used by students, and the broad concrete walkway at the
top of the steps served as a stage for May Day pageants
and other festivities.

The building is the finest example on Maui of
ornamentation applied to a reinforced concrete building.

Although the population has moved away from
Hamiakuapoko, the old school is an attractive site for
future restoration, rehabilitation or adaptive reuse. The
campus could again serve as a community resource, as
well as a historic monument to a significant era in
Maui’s history and a tribute to the thousands of alumni
whose lives were enhanced by their education and
experiences at Old Maui High.
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DONATION & ORDER FORM
Support the Preservation and Re-Use of Old Maui High School!

Name: Class of:

(please print)  First Maiden Last

Address City State Zip

Enclosed is my donation in the amount of: $ to help support Friends’ mission
Donation in memory of Class of:

Please send me packs of Old MHS Administration Building Centennial Notecards at $20 per
pack of 10 cards and matching envelopes. Total enclosed: $

Please make checks payable to Friends of Old Maui High School. Mail to P.O. Box 792165, Paia, HI 96779.
You can also donate and place your order online at www.oldmauihigh.org.

Friends of Old Maui High School is a 501c3 organization. Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law, federal ID #20-1622825

Mahalo nui to donors who generously responded to Friends’ October
SILVERSWORD, with donations totaling over $10,000 to assist with funding the maintenance
and preservation of historic Old Maui High School!

1943 Florence Yotsuya In Memory of Patsy Mink. 1944 Juliette Taura, In Memory of Flora Taura. 1945 Barbara Kahapea, In Memory
of Charlie Tamashiro. 1946 June Borges, In Memory of June Pico. 1947 Lillian Fuhikami, Nancy Fukagawa, Molly Hamanaka, Betty
Shishido, In Memory of Mitsuyuki Shishido; Sadako Yamada. 1948 Clara Aucker, In Memory Of June Rekward & Nancy Kim. 1949
Wayne Kiyosaki, In Memory Of Friends & Classmates; Robert Matsumoto, Harriet Yoshimori, In Memory Of Classmates. 1950 Alice
Brooks, Ricky Momota, Jeanette Tengan, Donald Watanabe, In Memory Of Takeo Watanabe. 1951 Henry & Carol Akana, Edith
Matsumoto, Ethel Yamaguchi. 1952 Nancy Miura, In Memory Of Jane Miyashiro; Carol Yoshiyama, In Memory Of Toshimi Shiro-
kane. 1953 Jane Festerling, In Memory Of Spencer Shiraishi & Jean “Johnsie” Yamamoto; Wilfred Ikemoto, Rebecca Jacobo, Betty
Mizugucho, Matsuo Okamoto, In Memory Of Classmates; Thomas Watanabe, Stephanie Yokomichi. 1954 James Hampton, In
Memory Of Ruth Hampton; Robert & Amy Mihara, Alice Sasaki, In Memory Of Nelson Yogi. 1955 Tom Kakihara, Joe Kawashita,
Leslie Matsubara, Alice Medeiros, In Memory Of Robert Medeiros; Dawn Moroye, In Memory Of Fumiko Matsuoka; Francis Otsu.
1956 Kenneth & Joan Kitagawa, Harriet Kitazawa. 1957 Ruth Fernandez, In Memory Of Manuel Cabrinha; Edward Oshiro, In
Memory Of Susan Oshiro; Joyce Patrick, In Memory Of Jean Yamada; Patsy Yoshimura. 1958 Sylvester Baldovi, In Memory Of Lou-
is Baldovi & Jane Nikaido; June Kinoshita, Edwin Polendey. 1959 Linda Caires, Pauahilani Cockett, In Memory Of James Miguel;
Janet Nakashima, Jane Steckbauer, Patsy Wong. 1960 Nicky DuBois, Carol Graetz, In Memory Of Joseph Abrew; Warren Sugimura,
In Memory Of James Ah Yen. 1961 Lorraine Aquinde, In Memory Of Marguerite & Richard Javier; Dennis Aoki, In Memory Of Den-
nis Akemoto; Cynthia Ikeda, In Memory Of Joyce Nakanishi; Charlotte Murai, George Shim, In Memory Of Vicky Andrade; Char-
maine Tavares. 1964 Theresa Shaw, In Memory Of Cynthia Freitas. 1966 Jeri Asato, In Memory Of the Asato Family; Richard Barre-
ras, Lon Mizoguchi, Ray Noda, Ernest Watanabe. 1967 Bert Ogasawara, Carol Yee, In Memory Of Masaichi Okamura; Diane Sueno.
1969 Kenneth Chong Kee, In Memory Of Marian Chong Kee; Sharon Iwasaki, In Memory Of Daniel Kiyomoto; Valerie Katagiri,
Randall Kimura, In Memory Of Carolyn Kimura. 1970 Diana Abilay, In Memory Of Rodney Tengan; Benjamin Corpuz, In Memory
Of Evelyn Akiu; Carol Denis, Gayle Ohta, In Memory Of Stanley Arakawa; Grace Polido. Qur apologies for any errors or omissions.
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Friends of Old Maui High School “NAME THE PHOTO”
Board of Directors QUIZ ANSWER
2020-2021

Girls’ Physical Education Building is the answer to the

; . : “Name the Photo™ quiz. Next to the tennis/basketball court,
Charlotte Boteilho - Vice President the girls’ Phys. Ed. building opened in 1952. It

Stanley Chong Kee - Treasurer contained dozens of showers and lockers, sharing a modern

Paul Ueoka - Secretary water heater with the boys’ Phys. Ed. building next door.
Many readers sent answers, but only four got it right!

Barbara Long - President

Bobbie Arita
Elizabeth Ayson

Jill Engledow

Lloyd Inouye
Marilyn Morikawa
Ruth Mukai

Keoki Raymond
Audrey Rocha Reed

Holly Buland: Administrative Assistant
Charles Dapitan, Jr.: Caretaker
Brooke Mahnken: MISC Liaison

Interior of girls 1952 Physical Education building and showers.

Publication and mailing of this issue funded by a Maui County Office of Economic Development Grant



